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"THERE IS TALK THAT WE
WILL BE ABLE TO EXPAND
FLYKNIT KNITTING INTO
FREESTANDING OBJECTS
& KNIT SKYSCRAPERS

WITH ROBOTS
T JUST MIGHT Be
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Lidewij Edelkoart can ses the future, She is, in fact, & time
traveler of sorts Yet her renowned ability to predict future
trends for the fashion and design industry, years before they
ranifest, doss not require a tirme machine Instead, it is a gift
that has been with har since childhood, What is Li's ability, you
ask? It is her intuiton,

In 1975, Li's intuition rnanifested into an invaluable serdice
with the opening of her Paris-based consultancy agency Trend
Urian, which produces bi-annual trend forecasting books for
tha testila, fashion, interior daesign and beauty markets. Each
book is a carafully researched and studied cracle that guidas
the industry on what forms, colors, fabrics and styles will be
on-trend two years in advance, et even with Trend Union's
incredible success and international distribotion, Li did not
stop there, Sixteen years later, just before the Internet would
connect the world globally, Li remmsined one step shead by
founding the consultancy bureau Studio Edelkoort. With
locations in Paris, Mew York City and Tokyo, Studio Edalkoort
expanded Li's coveted insight to include the research, analysis
and identification of future consumer attitudes, lifestyles,
and sconornic trends, From there her sccormplishments have
continued to ranifest at lightening speed, Cwvar the past 40
years Li has worked with companies such as Gucei, Estée
Laudar, CocsCola and L'Oréal, to shape internationally
branded producs while offering strategies for productidentity
and developrnent, Through the publication of multiple trend-
focused magazines, online applications, books, articles,
ground breaking lectures, exhibiions, university education
developrmant and humanitarian work, Li has earned her
reputation as one of the world's most farmous and influsntial
forecasting experts in the design industny today,

IRK magazinewas lucky enough taraceive awarminvitation into
Li's Wzt Village home and share in an intimate conversstion
on the fascinating start to her career, along with her personal
predictions of how technological innovations in textile design
are redefining the future of the fashion industry,

IRK: Az thwe founder of Trend Union and Studic Edelkoort
you've spent a greater part of your life predicting future
trends. How did your childhood aryoung adult life spark a
passion for trend fonscasting?

Ll: I'm lucky that | was born [in Wageningen, Metherlands] five
yaars after the war, 1950, | had a childhood with nothing, Very
littla, | weould rarely get an ice cream of 10 cents, We would go
to a restaurant or cafe maybe once ayear, and | would taka tes
because it would last longer, 5o, | had to invent svendthing, |
rnade iy own world from cardboard, | made huts and homes,
| was complataly in oy ownoworld, | could just indulge in oy
fartasy. | think that has bean awvary powearful drive in the sanze
that| can imagine things | can ses things that are not thare,

Than our lacal newspapar hald a competition and asked the
readers to design & carnival costurne, Forsorme odd reason | did
that | designed a rmicro dress and = sash that said 'CARMPAL
with & little short under it, because the dress had become too
short. In the end, the jury did not give me a prize, but gave me
aspecial mention, They said the dress was s bit too serious to
be carnival, But they weare reslly amazed because they had just
corne back from Pariz and on the runway they saw this type
of clathing and couldn't imagine how a kid in the middle of
nowhere had this flare, So | wrote to them and said, "Do you
think this should bacome ry profession? They responded yes,
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"PETRA BLAISSE INTHE NETHERLANDS IS NOW
WEAVING SOLAR CELLS INTO CURTAINS SHE'S TESTING

THIS TECHNOLOGY, SOTHE UGLY SOLAR CELLS
NOW BECOME SEOQUENCE HIDDEN IN

BEAUTIFUL WOOLEN CLOTH."

and that | should goto a good art school, And that's what | did,
[Li received her degres from ArtEZ]

IRK: Today designern and organizations from all over the
warld corsult with you to belp anticipate the reds and
wants of their customer ysars in advance. What is your
personal process of forecewing futune trends?

Li: That'swhat riyprofession is, that | armmable toread everything
a bit earlierthan others, Butit's not my ownership it's a giftand
it's the way | use that gift that makes rme craative. The thoughts
themsalves are universal, They belong to all of us | call it my
intuition, but basically it's a tool that belongs to more universal
truths and it's just conneced to ma like an urnbilical cord,

IRK: f we all chare thecwe truths, is it fair to cay that you are
also paying mone attention to them? In other words, you
aretured in like a radio station, while many anly hear static.

Li: s, | am broadcasting, 1'm amplifying and | listen, Then
iy brain stops at & word, and | say, "Oh, why do | think
‘ernancipstion'? There must be sormething there” Then | start
researching and working on 'armancipation’, and two years
later two million warnen are in the streets [Li speaks of the
2017 Woran's March], That's how it works So bizarre isit! It's
sommatimes eerie | must say.

IRK: In addition to forecasting, you ane also making great
sfforts to preserve traditional forms of design by merging
past and future craft. Forinstance, this past September you
launched New York Textile Month as a means of educating
and whevating intensst in textibe design. How is technology
aiding in the revival of the textile industry?

Li: There are two simultaneously important currents, One is
slowr craft, the revival of craft with warn straight from the farm,
straight from the animals, wowven or knitted into incradible
beauty, Then there is biotech and computer enginesred fiber,
lurninous fibers, There are all sorts of promises of new yarms
that will have amazing qualities. They will hide us in the dark,
warn us if we are sick and heal us, We will also put textilas in
our body, medical fabric and surgical textiles, which are supar
arnazing because they hold our organstogether and heal tham,
Than, further on, there is talk that we will be able to etpand

Flyknit knitting into freestanding objacts and knit skyscrapars
with robots, It just might be =0 that textile is going to be the
biggest thing of the 21st century,

IRK: You are abways guiding us on the future of the industry,
but what is the forecast for Li Edelkoort ‘s future?

Li: I'rn wiorking with Parsons, The Mew School on craating the
MFA in Textiles, The ides is to bring together Silicon Wallay
and Hudson Yalley [Mew York), Hudson Wallay is focused in
handcraft and Silicon YWalley stands for technology, f we can
bring these two opposite directions together and embed high-
tech into soft craft, we are going to see sormething incrediblhy
brand naw. High-tach always wants to lock high-tech in the
beginning, People wantto send ittothe moon and beyond, but
itis an assthetic that dossn't last and we are in that period now,

Tha naxt stap will be totake the 3-D'printing, lasar cutting, robot
knit-rnaking, biological silks, all of this brand new high-tach
along with the embellishrent of tetile, the quilting, layering,
armbroidery and you normalize thern and ermbed them into
our lives, For instance, Patra Blaisss in the Metherlands is now
waaving solar cellsinto curtaing, She'stestingthistechnology, =o
the ugly =olar cells now becorme sequence hidden in beautiful
woolen cloth, Technology will all be integrated directly into our
clothes, 5o the future is amnazing and that's the sort of angle |
wantto explors,

IRK: As this is our ‘Future’ issue, f you had the limithess
ability to create any futune technology. what would it be
and what would it do?

Li: | would clean up all of
the water and the ocean:
g0 that | could swim
avarywhere, Az zoon az |
see water | want to swim
and | am frustrated, for
instance in Yenice | want tc
jurng from the bost!
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